Help Thou My Unbelief

Qinael : Most holy and loving Father...

We thank you for the double blessing of these shhmirs, as we come before you in praise, rejojcing
self-examination, and humility.

We thank you for the ability of all to attend thieek, and we pray your blessing on each gathened he
Qinael : We ask your Spirit to be with each, ertiging our understanding.
Qinael : In the name of Yahshua we pray, amen.

Sandiie : amen

Guest_Pastor_Chick : Amen

Guest_Peter : Amen.

Adriel : Amen

Guest_eagle : Amen.

Zahakiel : Amen.

Guest_Giselle : aMEN

Guest_daphna : Amen

CrystleM6301 : Amen

Zahakiel: This month | would like us to look at tbencept of faith. We all know what faith “is.”n |
modern, common language it is accepting as a tamething that is not yet proven to the natural eens
But there are different kinds of faith, just asrthare different reasons for trusting.

There is blind faith, which is accepting somethimigh no evidence at all; or simply based upon the
statements of a single (not always trustworthypess. There is intelligent faith, which is basedsome
evidence, and being convinced intellectually bageoh our thinking about that evidence. Finalleréh

is experiential faith — in older English “experintalfi faith. This is belief based upon some evident
our own direct experience, and not merely repobgdnother. This last kind is the “saving faith’ o
Christianity because, while the experience of npeiple with Yahweh begins with the testimony of
another, (Rom 10:14) in order to truly become anfui to the Savior, we must “taste and see [for
ourselves] that Yahweh is good.” (Psa 34:8)

| am going to share with you a somewhat unusuaitigeathat | have, and take you through one of the
things that | consider to be a vital process. Evew and then, | will actively run through eachtlog
beliefs of the Creation Seventh Day Adventist Chuand ask myself, “Why do | believe this?” Now, at



first glance, this may seem like an admission afldpor at least an invitation to temptation inttha
regard. In reality, however, it is nothing of thart, and in fact | always end up being strengttdmethe
experience.

Let me share with you a relevant example. A fewsdago, | was checking the calendar and | saw that
this Sabbath was also going to be a New Moon.olight to myself, “Why do | keep the New Moon?”
Clearly, most other Christian Churches do not kée a sacred day — | am certain most have no idea
what it is, perhaps only hearing it in passing.eftthe mainstream SDA Church knows nothing of its
significance. It is not mentioned very often ie fBible. It's not one of the Ten Commandments. faks

as | know, Messianic Jews don’'t even have very ntoctio with it... and even those that do have a
different timing, considering the “first sliver” ahe New Moon. They say that this is when it is
“renewed,” because you are seeing the first ligld new cycle. What they do not take into accoaft,
course, is that in Yah's system of ordering, dassmmomesefore light — therefore the LAST sliver of the
moon is the end of any given cycle in a perfecbanting. The fully dark moon is the renewed one.

But looking at all that, the weight evidence agamsodern-day keeping of the New Moon seems fairly
heavy. But | believe in keeping the New Moon. Why?

Well, like most “Christians,” when 1 first came antontact with the CSDA Church, someone told me.
“We keep New Moons as a sacred day.” Therefdke,iost people’s experience with the Gospel, | got
my first exposure to the doctrine from the testimohsomeone else. Now, this “someone else” wss al
introducing me to the victory message at the same,ttherefore | had every reason to trust that
testimony. If that had continued to be my onlysag however, | would not have very much defense
against temptation and doubt.

Let me explain the mechanism this way: the temmtatihat comes to a human being to doubt a doctrine
can only overcome them if it is on a deeper, orstémme, level as the degree to which that doctsirieuly
believed. To put that in general terms, if | ant really convinced of something deeply, it may take
much of a temptation to convince me to stray framTio put that yet another way, if | accept a doet

on the testimony of another, it would only take therd of another to convince me it was false. If |
accept a doctrine based on intelligent faith, themell-reasoned argument may convince me that | am
wrong — and this is where the majority of “religiodebates” take place. But if | have somethingesito

in my heart, and based on experiential knowledgben it is mine forever, because Satan’s sole atiowe
method of temptation to Christians is through thieses.

The Born-again believers are filled with the Holgir8, and therefore cannot be directly possessed b
fallen angels. My “self” is already caught up, andinity, with Yahshua's “self.” We have beerkiaj
quite a bit about the Holy Spirit lately, and Irtkiif we understand that the Holy Spirit is the queral
“self” of Christ, we may begin to see our role asmibers of Yahshua’s Bride in a different way. Our
selves become united with Christ’s self, becausaneene through the divine marriage.

To go back to my description of this process, whicheally self-examination, and examination of my
faith... | find that | was first introduced to theatdne of the New Moons by the word of another, and

that | had every reason to trust. Trusting then@gs to Yah's truth is important... it is vital, basa
without it no real learning can be done. The psepof the apostles, and prophets, and pastors, and
teachers is to instruct us in righteousness, towataining the character of Christ. But rememitiee,



wise virgins, however wise they are, cannot acgugie their oil to the foolish ones. We must, mus
have these doctrines in our very own hearts, sorthdestimony of another, and no merely intellattu
argument, can sway us from the path of truth. Rebee, the sealing is settling into the truth sd tha
cannot be moved by any means that Satan is alltavechploy.

Accepting the testimony of this new teacher allowrssl exposure to this doctrine of the New Moon, and
so | began to study it for myself. | found thatré were lots of verses that discuss it — mosttpénOld
Testament, but a few in the New Testament — and ay&ophecy that it will be significant even begon
the last days, on into Eternity. As a Seventh-8dyentist, | had of course seen the verse thateguot
Yahweh saying, “from one new moon to another, aathfone Sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to
worship before me.” (Isa 66:23) Unfortunately,ttharse in our weekly studies would invariably spffi

into a discussion of how we were right (and mokebipeople were wrong) for having a day of rest on
Saturday, and the part about the “new moon” wasearsally ignored. So commonly was that verse used
to lead into a Sabbath discussion in the mainsti@aanization that |1 don't think it ever even oaeut to

me to ask what a “new moon” was; and | am certaat, thad | actually asked, | would have been given
an answer that would merely have swept it underuge

| can be sure of that, in fact, because after bempra CSDA | have indeed asked many mainstream
Adventists about that verse, and those who had eetced the words “new moon” in there before would
say something like, “Oh, that is one of those Jbwisly days like the Feast of [something] thattisn’
significant for us any longer.”

“But,” | would reply, “this is a prophecy of thetfure.”

The response would be one of several justificatidng the most reasonable-sounding would be
something like, “That’s true, and so this just ne#rwill be re-instituted when Christ returns,tjas we
once had a Temple, and will have one in the futom¢ don’t have one now as the Church.”

This is an example of a reasonable-sounding arguthat) had | only believed the New Moon doctrine
on an intellectual level, might have the powerwayg me. Do you see what | mean by that? If | auy o
convinced on an intellectual level, then intellattarguments are sufficient to cause doubt.

But we continue in the process. As | continuedttaly, | began to realize that not only does thevNe
Moon appear in lots and lots of places in the Biblkhenever, for example, it speaks about thet“tiesy

of the month”) but that the meaning is usually gigant. There is nothing arbitrary about it. Whakes
place on New Moons? Trumpets are blown — trumiietssymbolize both judgment and victory. New
Moons are a time of both judgment and victory. yraee appointed times that are called “solemn $gfast
(Psa 81:3) which sounds a lot like one of thoseynparadoxes of Christianity: humble yourself and be
raised up, surrender to death in order to liveyastast in order to move forward, submit to judgiem

as not to be judged.

| saw that the New Moons were a vital aspect of@heistian life, not only because a human told me
(which would be faith with little evidence) or besa the Bible says so (which would, by itself, be a
intellectual reason) but because it makes sensepansonal level.

Now, a couple words of caution before we move oviahshua would often, and rightly, counter
temptations by saying, “It is written.” He did shivhen facing off against the Pharisees, who btssd



religion on the Law, and against Satan, who kneat the words of the Bible were a true and accurate
record of reality. With the common man, howevee Would not quote Scripture. He would use
parables. | want you to understand how signifithig is, because we recently had a study abouttbow
reach peoples’ hearts, and if someone comes iringeallvice, or spiritual guidance, the most common
mistake people will make is to begin to quote adbuof Scriptures at them.

We must first agree that the Bible is true (thigniially an intellectual activity) before we cdregin to
search it out for spiritual wisdom. To put thatywsimply, something is not true because it ishie Bible

— it is in the Bible because it is true. That igegty subtle point, but a key one... if | make anuangnt
that includes the phrase “it is written,” it is la@se | am convinced that the one with whom | analdpg

has at least made a nominal commitment to beliesevords of Scripture. But if | am dealing with my
own beliefs, and examining why | believe themghtrmyself as a “common person,” as one who is even
examining why | intellectually chose to believe Bible at all. | want to go as fundamental anddas
possible.

This is why | say the Bible would “by itself” be amtellectual reason. There is also the testimdnhe
Holy Spirit that gives life to the Bible, becausamy will read the Gospels and never accept salvatio
Without the Spirit of Truth that testifies in ouedrts, the Bible may as well be an “interestingystas
many indeed take it to be.

Second, and to re-emphasize something | said hetuige process | am describing is not designed to
invite doubt. Early in my new life, | was told “Bele your beliefs and doubt your doubts.” Somganf

may have heard this one before as well :) Thisngetthrough several challenging times when | was
attempting to grasp a lot of new concepts at ontlee reason one has doubts is very often because of
emotional, not just spiritual, reasons. The qoestiam asking here is not, “Do | believe this dipet?”

| accept it as a fact that | believe the doctriraenl examining. If | am tempted to doubt the trotlhe
doctrine, | deny the temptation immediately. lied my beliefs. What | am looking at is this:atcept

that | believe the doctrine. | accept the wordSofipture as true, and that | have a proper utetetigg

of the Bible’s teachings. But, why is it a facath accept this doctrine? What is it that ledtmeccept

it, and what is it that maintains me in this staitbelief?”

It can be a subtle line, but it is the most impatr@oncept | want to express in this study, andhevit this
understanding the practical applications will beless.

Those who have studied with the CSDA Church fdrmeetand gone away, | think a part of the problem
is that they accepted a lot of doctrines withoig Kind of examination process, just because thested
that “the teachers know what they are talking ab&gcause this was their only reason, and theydid
have an experiential faith, they were vulnerablaltananner of temptation. Again, it is not wrottg
accept the words of the messengers on doctrines kb the concept of forgiveness... this is onlg th
first step, not the goal. Forgiveness is not sawait is the means of receiving atonement. /Aticg
true doctrine from a genuine Gospel teacher issnotess, it is the doorway to the journey that émds
the Seal of Yahweh.

So to describe the conclusion of this processelietle the New Moon is a day that Yahweh has sattap
for His people. | know | believe the New Moon dowt, and | do so “without doubting.” But why?
Well, | started by hearing about it from a teaobiethe Word. This is the beginning of faith. udied it



for myself and | found that the Old Testament, NBsgtament, and prophecies of the coming Age all
instruct us to keep the New Moon sacred. This & ghowth of faith. As | began to keep it and
experienced its benefits for myself, | “tasted aad” that it was a good gift, and one designedfipite
wisdom to maintain the Body in proper order; theg symbolic truths and practical activities harrzedi
into a perfect whole.

Now, what argument can shake me from this convi€tidhe testimony of a man (or demon) could never
do it, because my faith is founded on a deepel,lene | can respond to those kinds of temptatioitis

“It is written.” An apparently well-reasoned Bibtdil argument could never do it, because the expmzie
of faith has demonstrated (in “reality”) that theme blessings associated with the day, and therefiy
understanding of the Scriptures that are writteacisurate. Does everyone see how this works?

Now, | use the New Moon because it is appropriatihis occasion, but | could really use any gerlyine
Christian doctrine.

Why do | believe the Victory Message? Once aghis,not a lack of faith, or an invitation to dauff |
ask myself that question from time to time. Ithe process by which | “settle” into the truth. diex
parable... If | take a cup and | place cubes of ite that cup, will the ice “settle” into that cup@e is
frozen, it cannot move, therefore it cannot “sétdaywhere. If we are rigid (in a sense) in ouridfs|
and we never examine our motives for belief, thetld@f our beliefs, and the reasons for our faith,
are like cubes of ice. We are, and we know thaarmee and we don’t move from that position. Ice ba
broken.

But if that ice should melt, and move around, anehebe agitated, then it can settle into the cuprerit
is placed.

It is better to examine our faith that to leaveriexamined and discover, perhaps too late, thatave
been followers of men, rather than followers of God

So why do | believe the Victory message? That tipesan strengthen my faith by reaffirming my
proper reasons for accepting it. Well, | begabdbeve it by the testimony of a Christian. | exaed it

in the Word and found that it was written. Upon aoceptance of this interpretation of the Gospel, |
found that | had begun to live a life free of knosin, and | began to testify the “testimony of Yiaias.”

My faith is not blind, as if | were following a maMy faith is not merely intellectual, as if | hadme to

a conclusion based on a clinical study of the warfdhe Bible. My faith is experiential. It isifa that
has been verified by my spirit, and in my persomgberiences. | moved around on it, and finally
“settled” into it.

Why do | believe that the Trinity is an incorredradigm for the Godhead? | heard about it from
someone, | examined it, and to that point it wasirdellectual belief. But when | began to really
understand the implications of what it would meahére was a “third Person” dwelling in believeaad
how this picture of Elohim differed significantlyoin the Personality revealed in the Bible, theattled
into the doctrine of the true nature of the Godheddw, | believed it from the initial testimonygain, |
had no reason to doubt the messenger who gaveisienthwledge. | believed it as | studied it owdnfr
the Bible, believing my beliefs and doubting my dtsu But | “settled into” that belief, when |
experienced the wisdom of rejecting the Trinity tiioe for myself.



We may believe a doctrine for most of our lives..t tausurvive the coming time of trouble, we must
settle into those beliefs that we have, and thahawee had. | think that many (and | am being phfe
frank here) here at this study have beliefs andrihes that they obtained from studying the CSDA
message. They believe those things, and praisefofahat. But they may believe it because theyewer
told those doctrines were true. If their journegr&vto end there, that is not enough. There drerst
who accepted the testimony of various doctrined,did some Bible studies and became convinced that
the words of the CSDA teachers were correct. Thaery good, so far as it goes, to confirm that we
have been speaking and teaching Biblical truthsit fBr the believer, in light of the coming time of
trouble, that is not enough.

Each of us must search our hearts, and discovetrmeireasons for holding the beliefs we do. hdb

here invite us to doubt our beliefs, or to put Yalthe test in that way... and | apologize if my &srl
wording may have invoked that idea in some. Biatvite us to continue to accept our beliefs, wiaite
the same time looking for the truth of these thimgsur own experiences with the Holy Spirit, sattlve

can settle, immovably, into the saving power thase doctrines are designed to convey.

Remember, it is not the right doctrines that wall/s us. It is the Person those doctrines indicHtee

look at the doctrines, even the right ones, andalosee the Person of Yahshua in them, we are not
receiving any life from the inspired writings. Wuld be ever so close... but infinitely far away.eW
would be, in the words of Paul, “Ever learning, arever able to come to the knowledge of the truth.”
(2Tim 3:7) This is a New Moon... it is a day for exaing ourselves, and overcoming the subtle trdps o
the enemy with divine simplicity.

It is a simple question to ask ourselves, “Why dwmld these beliefs.” Hopefully, the answers fibro&
us will be simple as well. But now, what if we fime have only believed because of another’s testymo
What if we find our beliefs are only intellectuahd not spiritual, or not to the level of the “i@arwell,
this is not cause for sorrow, but an invitationdomme up higher. It is an opportunity to identify
weaknesses that could well be exploited by the Bneith fatal consequences, so let us find and amfe
any such areas of weakness.

And more importantly, let us cry out for help frahe One who can actually settle us into the trythils
power. | called this study, “Help thou my unbelidfecause it comes from a passage of Scriptuite tha
sounds like another one of those paradoxes. Heheipassage from which it was taken:

“And one of the multitude answered and said, ‘Madtdiave brought unto thee my son, which hath a
dumb spirit; and wheresoever he taketh him, hestbdrim: and he foameth, and gnasheth with hifteet
and pineth away: and | spake to thy disciplesttey should cast him out; and they could not.’

“And He asked his father, ‘How long is it ago sirthes came unto him?’ And he said, ‘Of a child. And
ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire, and inke twaters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do tuyg,
have compassion on us, and help us.’

“Yahshua said unto him, ‘If thou canst believe thihgs are possible to him that believeth.’

“And straightway the father of the child cried oahd said with tears, ‘Lord, | believe; help thoinen
unbelief.’



“When Yahshua saw that the people came runninghegeHe rebuked the foul spirit, saying unto him*,
‘Thou dumb and deaf spirit, | charge thee, comeadddtim, and enter no more into him.” And the dpiri
cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: f@evas as one dead; insomuch that many said, ‘He is
dead.’ But Yahshua took him by the hand, and lified up; and he arose.” (Mark 9:17, 18, 21-27)

| put a “*” by that “him,” because — as a littladsinote — the word for “him” there is the persoBatek
pronounautos, not the neutral pronougkeinos used of the Holy Spirit. It would seem that,liEtHoly
Spirit were a Personal Being, even the demons ge¢ nespect from the Gospel writers than they tove
HHim'H

But now, looking at that passage and the wordbefather, we see those stages of faith that | heea
talking about. Obviously, this man did not knowhghua personally before this incident. He is
introduced as “one of the multitude,” a backgrodigdire who has previously played no part in this
record of Yahshua's ministry. Why was he evendRerWell, he must somehow have heard about
Yahshua from the testimony of another. He muskhascepted the testimony of this individual that
Yahshua's teaching was something to see, and lmastdht first level of faith, he came out to sefdFe
could] do anything” to help his son. In fact, heudght the son, so he clearly hoped this was indeed
case.

Upon asking for help, Yahshua replied, “All thingie possible to him that believeth.” This musténav
convinced the father that he had come to the fi¢dde, and so his belief moved from second-hand to
first-hand, for he now had a reason to trust thalétebefore him. But it is then that he says hisais
statement, for which he would be remembered umilend of human history, “Lord, | believe; helpuho
mine unbelief.”

Some teachers have explained this in various wsysh as, “He didn't really believe yet,” or “He
believed, but didn’'t know he believed,” or “He wadtto have even more faith.” The truth is, he knew
that just thinking his son “might” get better wouldt be enough. If, as Yahshua said, his son'tea
truly depended on his faith, his faith had betterréal, and genuine. The father believed baseithen
testimony of another, and was intellectually coneuh that Yahshua could help his son. But... when
faced with the question that could just as easilyehbeen phrased, “Do you believe so much that your
son will actually be healed?” then he came up agdhe reality: he had not experienced the outvmgrki

of this new faith yet. So then, “| believe, bea@lifiave come this far, but help me to truly badiedelp

me to settle unwaveringly into my faith, becaudifeadepends upon the quality of my belief.”

| vaguely remember a teaching we had some timeabigccamp meeting in Tennessee. We were talking
about faith vs. works, and the parable was thate¢hsho have a works-based religion are in a canoe,
paddling with oars against the current. The rigdrying to take them to where they are supposegbt

but their works are actually impeding the progre€me in attendance of the meeting said, “Then they
should stop rowing, and trust that the river wilké them to the right place.” But another saidhat
they should do is throw away the oars, becausekekp them just to add to the weight of the bodt? |
they truly believe the river will carry them, thepuld not be keeping the oars as insurance ‘justse’

the river begins to lead them in the wrong path.”



To throw away the oars would require true faithtellectual faith would say, “Stop rowing,” but laese
it depends on human reasoning, we keep the odrsjoase. Experiential faith knows the river, ahait
its course is true. It does not need the oarB.at a

But many are in the boat, looking at the oars aying, “I know | should throw these oars over board
but | can’t do it! | need these, just in case gisimion’t work out later on.” That is quite a teatjmn. It
certainly tests the heart. Like the father in thatable, the trial may bring tears to our eyes...vimiall
need to come to that point where we surrenderitio, fand cast our oars overboard... where we “settle”
into the beliefs that we have had all along.

It is okay to say, if we realize we have only bedie things because we were told they were truerdiLo
help my unbelief.” It is okay to say, if we reaithat our doctrines are only intellectual posiioather
than heart-held convictions, “Lord, help my unbElie You look at the record, Yahshua never once
condemned someone who said something like thia fltack of faith. He rebuked the Pharisees, who
were content with authority-based doctrines (their traditiors)d intellectual dogmas (their teachings to
others) for their unbelief. And why? The Pharisbased their lives around the Law; it would bengro

to say, “They didn't believe Moses.” | am sure\thelieved what Moses wrote to a large extent... but
they did not settle into the meanings of those ritees, and this is why they so often misinterpreaad
reinterpreted the personality of Yahshua withinsthavords. Indeed, so misinterpreted were those
doctrines in their minds that when those same Dwdrmade Person appeared to them, they had never
seen Him before!

| encourage all of you to believe your beliefs, alodbt your doubts, and look at your beliefs caific—

not skeptically, but critically. Look at them ckdg. Look at them in detail. Recount to yourdetfv
you came to believe the doctrines you hold to be.tEvaluate the reasons you still believe theytrale
and how you can explain them to other people. Lfookhe Person of Yahshua in each belief you hold,
and see how accepting that doctrine, and perforthiagpractice, makes you more like Him. Ultimately
that is the whole point. If a belief is true, éalds you to be Christ-like. If a practice is inrhany with

the Law of Yahweh, the doing of it leads you to ®erist-like. But it is not enough for you to even
accept my testimony that this is so. You mustisgeurself. You must “taste and see” each doetrin
each as a new flavor of the Fruit of the Spirftydu can do this, if you have been doing thisnttteappy

art thou” for this genuine faith. But if this haet been your experience in the doctrines of therH
then do not fear, and do not waste any time witharse, or casting blame, or even wondering what is
“wrong” with you. These thoughts do not profitastead, look upward to the next rung, and seeythat
have not grasped it, and then say to Yahshua,ligt\me | DO believe! Help my unbelief. Help me to
SETTLE into the truth, both intellectually and $ially, so that | cannot be moved.”

Are there any questions as we close?

Key words, review and affirmation. Review also niemtd by Bro. Peter in his closing prayer. Do not
want to accept on authority, that makes a Churt¢h & cult. Do not want to accept on a merely
intellectual level, that makes a Church into norhi@aristianity. As Bro. Luke mentioned, entirely
possible to become settled into the wrong things.



